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Ageing Society

Demographic transition

ÅDemography  
Longer lives, fewer children

Increasing proportion of older people.

Apocalyptic Vision 

Tsunami of ageing?

Intergenerational Reports (Treasury, 2002, 2007)

ÅA new narrative on ageing in the 21st

century?



3James S Bailey, 1848, NY



4James S Bailey, 1848, NY



5

Tripartite division of the life course in 

industrial societies
(Kohli and Rein)

1. Preparation ïEducation and Socialisation:  
(Childhood) Dependent period, with legal 
requirement of education and parental responsibility 
for childôs support.

2. Active work ïProduction and reproduction:  
(Adulthood) Independence.  Active period of work 
and family formation.  Responsible for own and 
dependentsô support.

3. Retirement - Leisure:
(Old age) Dependent period marked by 
compulsory retirement from employment, support 
by public and private pensions, savings and 
consumption of personal assets.
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Tripartite Division of the Life Course
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Social exclusion of óthe elderlyô

ÅAgeism ïóanother form of bigotryô

along with racism, sexism 

Robert Butler in The Gerontologist, 1969

ÅDisengagement Theory 

ÅActivity Theory
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A society for all ages

Education Work Leisure

Age
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A society for all ages
Å Goal adopted at the World Summit for Social Development, 

Copenhagen March 1995

Å "a society for all" where 

óΧŜǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǇƭŀȅΩΦ 

Å The concept of óageô was integrated into the UN goal of óa society for 

allô. The approach became ómultigenerational and holisticô, whereby

ógenerations invest in one another and share in the fruits of that 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƛǇǊƻŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘȅΩΦ



10

Steps towards a Society for all ages

The UN approach focuses on:

(a) the óindividual life courseô; and 

(b) the ósocial milieu of family, 

neighbourhood, 

communities of interest 

and the 

macro-social environmentô. 
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UN Visions of Ageing

First expressed in 1982 World Assembly on 

Ageing in Vienna (the Vienna Plan). 

Renewed, elaborated in 2002 Second World 

Assembly on Ageing in Madrid 
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Central themes running through the International Plan of

Action on Ageing, 2002 linked to these goals, objectives and commitments, which

include:

(a) The full realization of all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms of all older persons;

(b) The achievement of secure ageing, é  eradicating poverty é 

(c) Empowerment of older persons to fully and effectively participate in 

the economic, political and social lives of their societies, including through incomegenerating

and voluntary work;

(d) Provision of opportunities for individual development, self-

fulfilment and well-being throughout life as well as in late life, through, for 

example, access to lifelong learning and participation in the community while recognizing that 

older persons are not one homogenous group;

(e) Ensuring the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural 

rights, and civil and political rights of persons and the elimination of all forms of violence and

discrimination against older persons;

f) Commitment to gender equalityamong older persons through, inter alia,

elimination of gender-based discrimination;
(g) Recognition of the crucial importance of families, intergenerational
interdependence, solidarity and reciprocity for social development;
(h) Provision of health care, support and social protection for older persons,
including preventive and rehabilitative health care;
(i) Facilitating partnership between all levels of government, civil society,
the private sector and older persons themselves in translating the International Plan
of Action into practical action;
(j) Harnessing of scientific research and expertise and realizing the potential
of technology to focus on, inter alia, the individual, social and health implications of
ageing, in particular in developing countries;

(k) Recognition of the situation of ageing indigenous persons, their unique

circumstances and the need to seek means to give them an effective voice in
decisions directly affecting them.
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http://www.unescap.org/esid/psis/meetings/AgeingMipaa2007/Australia.pdf
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PRIORITY 1: 

OLDER PERSONS AND DEVELOPMENT 

(1) Income security, social protection/social security 
and poverty prevention 

ÅIncome in retirement 

ÅMature age employment 

(2) Active participation in society and development

ÅContinuous learning 

ÅVolunteering 

(3) Intergenerational solidarity

ÅAge discrimination 

ÅIntergenerational Report 

ÅCommunity attitudes 

V
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PRIORITY 2: 

ADVANCING HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

INTO OLD AGE

(1) Improving access to health care services and 

quality of life 

Å Dementia Improving access to rural and remote aged care 

services 

Å Improving access for culturally and linguistically diverse people

(2) Training of care providers and health 

professionals

V
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PRIORITY 3: 

ENSURING ENABLING AND SUPPORTIVE 

ENVIRONMENTS

(1) Care, and support for caregivers 

Å Carer support 

(2) Changing family structures and living 

environment

Å Changing family structures 

Å Age-friendly living environment

V
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Social Inclusion Indicators, Australia, 2009
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Population at-risk-of-poverty, by age group (2006)
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Proportion of persons who feel able to have a say within the 

community on important issues all or most of the time (2006)


