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Quick facts
Summary

ÁCǊƻƳ мтуу άƴŜǿέ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ όƳŜŀǎƭŜǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
pox, flu, typhoid, dysentery, etc.) killed Aboriginal 
people in large numbers - the population was 
reduced from perhaps750,000 to around 1,500,000 
people

ÁMany people were dispossessed of their land in the 
1800s and of their children in the 1900s.   They were 
deprived of the right to vote, to move freely, to 
determine their own lives. They lacked equality in 
health, social services, education, housing, jobs etc

ÁInfant mortality & adult mortality were so high, in the 
мфрлǎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άŘȅƛƴƎ ǊŀŎŜέ
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Quick facts
Summary

ÁHowever from around the 1960s infant mortality 
started to fall; fertility rose; with a big increase in the 
number of young Aboriginal people

ÁFrom around the 1990s more Aboriginal people are 
reaching 65 years (ABS) - with significant numbers 
reaching 70 to 90 + yrs and a rising Aboriginal 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ όŘǳŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ άƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴέύ 
to over 500,000 in the 2006 census

Á!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ άǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎέ тр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
mortality rate closer to non-Indigenous people (1.3 
versus 4 at 40-59)



Life expectancy profile 2006


